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Gaithersburg

A CHARACTER COUNTS! CITY

November 15, 2016

Nell Ziehl, Chief

Office of Planning, Education and Outreach
Maryland Historical Trust

100 Community Place

Crownsville, MD 21032

Dear Ms. Ziehl:

The Gaithersburg Community Museum, long popular with history buffs and train enthusiasts, has recently
enhanced its efforts to create an inclusive and welcoming environment for a diverse population of residents
and visitors seeking to learn about our local history. Through a redesign and update of our existing space,
we have added new activities that present the growth of Gaithersburg from a small agricultural town into a
thriving urban community of more than 65,000 residents.

These museum collections now include the International Latitude Observatory, a historic site in the
National Register of Historic Places. The property - one of only six Latitude Observatories in the world -
was conveyed to the City in 1987 with the proviso that it be preserved as a “historic monument and used
for the benefit of the public.” The sky watching programs at the site have brought increased attendance and
have been well received by visitors from areas far beyond our geographic borders, attesting to our success
in meeting that requirement.

In cooperation with the Gaithersburg Historical Association, Gaithersburg staff have done an outstanding
job of bringing these many exhibits to life through interactive and interpretive displays enjoyed by visitors
of all ages and backgrounds. Our partnerships with local schools and organizations as well as our success
in providing meaningful and fun activities demonstrate our deep commitment to providing quality cultural
opportunities that promote the well-being of our residents and visitors.

The Council and I believe that the Gaithersburg Community Museum is a very special place for those who
care about the history and the future of Gaithersburg. We will ensure that this property — and its many fine
exhibitions — continues to showcase us at our best. I am proud to support this application for Excellence in
Public Programming through the 2017 Maryland Preservation Award.

Sincerely,ﬂl
Jud Ashman
Mayor

cc: City Council
Tony Tomasello, City Manager
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