
 

 

 

 

City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877 
 
 
 

DRAFT 

Mayor and City Council Regular Session Minutes 
City Hall - Council Chambers 
Monday, September 19, 2016 

 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

A Mayor and City Council regular session was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with 
Mayor Ashman presiding.  Council Members present: Harris, Sesma, Spiegel, and 
Wu.  Council absent:  Marraffa.  Staff present: City Manager Tomasello, Deputy 
City Manager Enslinger, City Attorney Board, Economic and Business 
Development Director Lonergan, Public Works Director Johnson, Planning and 
Code Administration Director Schlichting, Long Range Planning Manager 
Robinson, Sustainability Planner Backe, Senior Program Supervisor Rosati, Police 
Officer III Jordan, and Municipal Clerk Stokes. 

 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Pledge was led by Girl Scout Troop 3706, Rachel Carson Elementary School, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

 
III. REFLECTION 
 

Mayor Ashman called for a moment of silence.  Extended well wishes to his friend 
and colleague Henry Marraffa.  

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

None-to-date. 
 
V. APPOINTMENTS 
 
 A. Resolution of the City Council Confirming an Appointment and 

Reappointments to the Commission on Landlord-Tenant Affairs, Community 
Advisory Committee, Economic and Business Development Committee, Olde 
Towne Advisory Subcommittee, Police Advisory Committee and Senior 
Advisory Committee 

 
The City Council confirmed the following:  Community Advisory Committee, Steven 
Smith (appointment), 141 Kent Oaks Way, Gaithersburg Maryland 20878, two-year 
term; Commission on Landlord-Tenant Affairs, Larry Luhn (reappointment), 18428 
Azalea Drive, Derwood, Maryland 20855, three-year term; Economic and Business 
Development Committee, Vishal Gupta (reappointment), 344 Main Street, Suite 
200, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, three-year term; Olde Towne Advisory 
Subcommittee, Richard Arkin (reappointment), 121 Selby Street, Gaithersburg, 
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Maryland 20878, indefinite term; Police Advisory Committee, Carol Martin 
(reappointment), 23 Norwich Court, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, two-year term; 
and the Senior Advisory Committee, Laura Newton (reappointment), 17019 Sioux 
Lane, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, two-year term. 

 
Motion was made by Michael Sesma, seconded by Robert Wu, 
that a Resolution of the City Council Confirming an Appointment 
and Reappointments to the Commission on Landlord-Tenant 
Affairs, Community Advisory Committee, Economic and Business 
Development Committee, Olde Towne Advisory Subcommittee, 
Police Advisory Committee and Senior Advisory Committee 
(Resolution No. R-49-16), be approved. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
 

VI. PRESENTATIONS 
 
 A. Proclamation of the Mayor and City Council Designating September 15 

through October 15, 2016 as “Hispanic Heritage Month” in the City of 
Gaithersburg 

 
Mayor Ashman issued a proclamation designating “Hispanic Heritage Month” in 
the City of Gaithersburg.  The Multicultural Affairs Committee is sponsoring an art 
exhibition by The Latino Art League from August 26th through October 16th at the 
Activity Center at Bohrer Park.  A celebratory reception, free and open to the 
public, was held on September 15th.  Senior Program Supervisor Rosati 
introduced Carmen Larsen, a life-time resident of Montgomery County, graduate of 
Georgetown University with a degree in Physics, a mother of two, and a member 
of a local Rotary Club.  Ms. Larsen’s personal commitment is building socio-
economic and cultural bridges in the County.  She serves on the board of local 
hospitals and community organizations, and actively supports entrepreneurship 
and youth mentorship programs.  Ms. Larsen is also active in advocacy for minority 
community interests, promoting policies that favor small business sustainability 
and growth.  She developed a trade-focused English literacy class (TradeTalk) for 
non-English-speaking laborers, and is developing a center for business excellence 
for immigrant entrepreneurs.  Ms. Larsen was recognized as a Woman of 
Distinction by the Girl Scouts of Greater Baltimore, received the SmartCEO Brava 
Award, and was honored as a Minority Business Leader by the Washington 
Business Journal.  In addition to her many accomplishments, she was inducted 
into the Montgomery County Business Leaders Hall of Fame.  Ms. Larsen, joined 
by members of the Multicultural Affairs Committee, thanked the City for the 
recognition. 

 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

1. Ruthzaly Weich, Kentlands Community Foundation Chair, introduced 
Mariann Zylstra who will be seeking to collaborate with the City on future 
programming. 

2. Aaron Rosenzweig, Westleigh Neighborhood, made a complaint about a 
City program that was cancelled due to low registration. 
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VIII. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 A. X-7067-2015 Johnson Property:  Request to Annex Approximately 23.04± 

Acres of Land Located at 12201, 12251, 12301 and 12311 Darnestown Road 
(MD Route 28) in Gaithersburg, Maryland into the City of Gaithersburg and 
Rezone Four Parcels from the County’s R-200 and NR 0.75 H 45 Zones to the 
City of Gaithersburg’s MXD Zone with Associated Annexation Plan 

 
Long Range Planning Manager Robinson presented the above public hearing X-
7067-2015 Johnson Property, requesting to annex approximately 23.04± acres of 
land, consisting of four (4) parcels.  The parcels are adjacent and contiguous to the 
current City limits.  Collectively the parcels are owned by the Johnson Family and 
are located at 12201, 12251, 12301 and 12311 Darnestown Road.  He stated 
as part of the annexation request, the Applicant is requesting a rezoning from the 
County's R-200 and Neighborhood Retail (NR 0.75) Zones to the City of 
Gaithersburg’s Mixed Use Development (MXD) Zone.  He noted that the 
annexation plan has also been included in the Applicant’s petition.  The public 
hearing was duly advertised in The Washington Post on August 25 and September 
1, 2016 and the property properly posted.  There are currently 163 exhibits in the 
record file, including Montgomery County Council resolution of approval and the 
City's Planning Commission recommendation. 
 
On August 2, 2016, the Montgomery County Council approved the annexation 
plan’s proposed rezoning and density/uses and not invoke a five (5) year 
moratorium per conditions.  The City of Gaithersburg Planning Commission 
reviewed the X-7067-2015 petition and plan during their August 3, 2016 meeting 
and recommended that: 
 

1) The proposed X-7067-2015 annexation and associated plan are in 
compliance with the City’s Master and Strategic Plans; 

2) The proposed zoning of X-7067-2015 to the City’s MXD (Mixed Use) Zone is 
appropriate; and 

3) The proposed X-7067-2015 annexation and associated plan can be served 
by both existing and future public facilities. 

 
Stuart Barr, Lerch, Early & Brewer, representing the applicant, introduced the 
speakers in attendance.  He provided additional background on the plans for the 
property.  He stated that the original plan was presented with phasing which 
created challenges.  Long term development was removed from the plan and is 
now proposing appropriate density.  Stated that the plan is ideal for mixed use and 
compatible with existing housing in adjacent communities and complies with the 
MXD zone provisions and the City's Master Plan recommendations.  He further 
stated that the plan fulfills the City's Strategic Plan objectives and 
provides opportunity for economic development goals.  If annexed, agreement 
provisions would be discussed further with respect to the binding elements of the 
annexation. 
 
Russell Johnson, property owner, provided an overview of the property's 
history.  The family owned the property for about 55 years and operated a flower 
nursery for 45 of those years.  The applicant is proposing to develop a housing 
resource on the property along with community retail.  Stated several meetings 
were held with City staff, members of the community and revisions were made to 
the plan.  He echoed that the plan meets the criteria of the City's Strategic Plan.  
Stated the benefits to the City are tax revenue, economic development, review 
authority for development, creates a gateway into the City, affordable housing, and 
open space and recreational opportunities. 
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Josh Sloan, Vika, Director of Planning and Engineering, provided an overview of 
the site and reviewed the proposed transportation network, which includes bus and 
bike routes, open space amenities and services, retail, internal circulation pattern 
and surface parking.  Since concept planning for the site, parameters have been 
revised for the sketch plan.  If annexed, the plan is recommended for MXD zoning 
that facilitates a mix of uses and incorporates sustainable development standards.  
The applicant is proposing single-family homes up to three stories, on-street 
parking, and 84 townhomes up to four stories. 
 
The Mayor and City Council provided feedback and suggested to expand the traffic 
study to include the impact on Quince Orchard High School during specific times in 
the area.  It was clarified that if the annexation is approved, a separate process will 
occur to allow the public to weigh in on the plan.  Members of the City Council 
questioned the mix and total of what is being proposed, housing types, height 
maximum, greenspace, traffic flow from residential into the existing shopping 
center parking lot.  The applicant responded that improvements are proposed for 
the drive aisle in and out of the shopping center.  Clarification was given that 
townhomes only are being proposed for affordable housing.  The applicant 
stated that they are flexible on the maintenance and ownership of the park and 
parking to ensure that neighborhood parking space is adequate for the area.  In 
addition, green space was questioned.  Staff responded that under the City's 
Code, green space requirement for residential is 40%, and commercial at 20%.  
Staff believes it is difficult to reach the greenspace goals with said plan and 
landscaping buffering will be used. 
 
The utilization of the commercial area if the property remained in the county was 
questioned, stating density would be less if annexed into the City.  Concerns were 
expressed with residential limits and amending the annexation agreement in the 
future.  It was reiterated that the proposed plan before the Mayor and City Council 
is binding, but future amendments would require a public hearing process.  Also, 
the expense portion of the fiscal impact analysis for commercial and residential 
areas were discussed.  Staff responded that the analysis is based on the 
maximum buildout. 
 
The intention of public streets, operation and maintenance responsibility of the City 
in terms of roadways and sidewalks, if annexed were questioned.  Staff responded 
that the connections and maintenance would be discussed at the Schematic 
Development Plan level.  Also, depending on whether streets are public or private 
and road code waivers could possibly be requested.   
 
Questioned whether common ownership communities are being proposed and 
the anticipation of HOAs to maintain parks were noted as concerns.  There was 
also concern with the egress onto the signalized section and stated how critical it is 
to the project.  In response to questions, Long Range Planning Manager Robinson 
stated for the public that the proposed plan would have to go through two 
additional public processes.  He added that an Adequate Public Facilities test is 
also done.  The annexation would layout the design guidelines, the architect and 
test for transportation and parking, schematic development plan and final site plan. 
 
Speakers from the public: 
 

1. Steve Gambarino, mentioned his community adjoins the proposed plan, 
commended the applicants, representatives and County Councilmember 
Katz for adhering to the binding elements and providing opportunities for 
the public to give input. 
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2. Steve Crook, Montgomery County resident, expressed support of the 
Johnson property annexation stating that it will enhance the area. 

3. Mark Lumbar, Orchard Hills Resident, opposed to the proposed plan going 
forward. Stated the plan would create an increase of single family homes.  
Stated there are over 200 residents that do not support the density.  
Questioned the impact on his property, the tax relief and school capacity. 

4. Marilyn Balcombe, President of the Gaithersburg Germantown-Chamber 
of Commerce (GGCC), represents over 400 businesses in the community, 
expressed support for the proposed plan stating it is consistent with the 
City's Strategic Plan and goals.  Stated the Johnson family is committed to 
the community.  Stated she preferred the development be done within the 
City of Gaithersburg and by those that have an interest in the community.  
Long Range Planning Manager Robinson noted that commercial density 
may be converted into residential density.  It was also noted that if the City 
did not accept the property through the annexation, the County could 
rezone and propose more residential density than what the City is 
proposing currently. 

5. Arvind Mistry, 7 Talley Court, resident for 15 years, in favor of proposed 
plan due to smarter growth for economic reasons which will offer future 
residents local travel. 

6. Paul Yanoshik, longtime member of the GGCC and has served on City 
committees, stated the property should be annexed into the City, but 
expressed concern with transportation on Route 28.  Asked for more 
commercial space, walkability to restaurants and retail. 

7. Steve Lawrence, resident of adjoining property for over 30 years, stated 
the annexation would have a negative impact on surrounding communities 
and is not in favor of the proposed plan.  Stated the binding agreement 
could be amended in the future. 

8. Pamela Lumbard, Quince Orchard resident, reiterated the concerns of 
homeowners for adequate roads, pedestrian safety and the crowding of 
the schools. 

9. Ashley Doyle, Kentlands resident, expressed concern with the impact on 
area schools. 
 

There were no other speakers from the public. 
 
Mayor Ashman asked that the resolution associated with the public hearing, be 
moved up on the agenda for discussion.  
 

Motion was made by Robert Wu, seconded by, Ryan Spiegel, 
that the record on X-7067-2015 Johnson Property: Request to 
Annex Approximately 23.04± Acres of Land Located at 12201, 
12251, 12301 and 12311 Darnestown Road (MD Route 28) in 
Gaithersburg, Maryland into the City of Gaithersburg and Rezone 
Four Parcels from the County’s R-200 and NR 0.75 H 45 Zones 
to the City of Gaithersburg’s MXD Zone with Associated 
Annexation Plan, remain open until 5 p.m. on Friday October 28, 
2016 (39 days), with anticipated Policy Discussion November 21, 
2016. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
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IX. FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
 A. Announcements 

 
  Robert Wu 

 
No report. 

 
  Michael Sesma 

 
1. Attended the Maryland Municipal League's (MML) Board of Directors 

Retreat in College Park where the strategic plan for the league was 
discussed. 

2. Attended the opening reception for Hispanic Heritage Month and the 
Latino Art League art exhibit at the Activity Center at Bohrer Park.  
Encouraged everyone to visit the exhibit. 

3. Visited with colleague Henry F. Marraffa, Jr., who hopes to move from the 
hospital to an apartment within the coming week. 

4. Attended the 80s Night Concert at the Concert Pavilion. 
5. Announced that a closed meeting was held at City Hall by the Mayor and 

City Council on Tuesday, September 6, 2016, at approximately 9:50 p.m., 
pursuant to a motion adopted unanimously.  The meeting was proposed to 
be closed pursuant to the General Provisions Article of the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Section 3-305(b)(8) to consult with staff, consultants, or 
other individuals about pending or potential litigation.  The topic discussed 
was the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Stormwater Audit.  
Present at the meeting were Mayor Ashman, Council Members Harris, 
Sesma, Spiegel, and Wu.  City staff present was City Manager Tomasello, 
Deputy City Manager Enslinger, City Attorney Board, and Assistant City 
Attorney Johnson.  Upon conclusion of the discussion, the closed meeting 
was adjourned at approximately 10:00 p.m. 

 
  Ryan Spiegel 

 
1. Reiterated the vision of the MML Board of Directors on their strategic plan 

and goals representing 1.5 million residents, not just 157 municipalities. 
2. Reported that the MML Legislative Committee formalized their priorities to 

lobby:  restore Highway User Revenue (HUR) funds; seek support for 
stormwater management fees for all levels of government; improve 
communication among utility companies; develop rules and protocols for 
the use of police worn body cameras; and the established procedures for 
maintaining foreclosed properties. 

3. Attended, with colleagues and staff, the MML Montgomery County Chapter 
meeting where their priorities were discussed:  amending state law to give 
municipalities permitting authority over WSSC; improve reporting and 
enforcement of personal property tax paid by local business; and revive 
efforts amend the legal notice requirement. 

4. Appointed by the Mayor to the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments' Board of Directors and met with members to discuss the 
recent 911 service outage with Sprint. 

5. Reported that he missed the on-site work session and Hispanic Heritage 
Month Art Exhibit opening due to medical reasons.  Congratulated the 
Multicultural Affairs Committee on the proclamation presented earlier and 
for all the work that is accomplished. 
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6. Wished the public a happy new year for those celebrating Rosh 
Hashanah. 

 
  Neil Harris 

 
1. Announced that in lieu of a work session at City Hall, the Mayor and City 

Council and City staff will participate in an on-site work session on 
Monday, September 26, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.  The session will take place at 
the Seneca Heights Apartments, 18715 North Frederick Avenue, and will 
include a report from Gaithersburg’s Coalition of Providers.  Members of 
the public are welcome to attend the on-site work session, but 
transportation will not be provided.   

2. Mentioned the on-site work session tour of the proposed future Police 
Station and other potential uses located at 16 South Summit Avenue. 

3. Stated that he and other colleagues visited Henry Marraffa and expressed 
well wishes. 

4. Mentioned touring school capacity projects throughout the State and 
discussion held with other public officials.  Stated that the City is doing its 
best to help with the issue of school capacity. 

 
  Jud Ashman 

 
1. Thanked Council Members Sesma and Spiegel for their involvement on 

the MML and Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments boards 
and committees. 

2. Reminded the public about the upcoming on-site work session scheduled 
for Monday, September 26th and that the Mayor and City Council will not 
be a regular session on Monday, October 3rd. 

3. Announced that the next work session is scheduled for Monday, October 
10th, to receive annual briefings from the Community Advisory and 
Educational Enrichment Committees and a presentation regarding 
proposed changes to summer events. 

 
X. FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 
  City Manager Tomasello 

 
1. Mentioned that staff is looking forward to the upcoming on-site work 

session and providing the City Council an opportunity to meet with non-
profits organizations. 

2. Reported that Michele Potter is coming before the City Council of 
Cambridge to talk about parks and recreation which is part of being on 
the Maryland Parks and Recreation Association. 

3. Mentioned that RCN, one of the City's cable franchises, has submitted 
paperwork stating that the company is for sale.  Stated that this provider is 
the smallest of the three in the City.  Will provide updates as more 
information is received. 

 
XI. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
 
  Thomas Lonergan 

 
1. Announced he will attend the Annual Mid-Atlantic Food and Beverage 

Expo on September 27th and 28th which is being held at the Maryland 
State Fairgrounds.  Stated that over 10,000 hospitality professionals are 
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expected to attend and he looks forward to providing information on the 
opportunities for new restaurants in the City. 

2. Met with the management team from Alexandria Real Estate (ARE) and 
reported on the newly leased space at 401 Professional Drive.  Mentioned 
that all of ARE's properties in the City are fully leased and occupied.  
Thanked representatives from ARE for their work and partnership with the 
City. 

 
XII. ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS / REGULATIONS 
 
 A. Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the City Manager to 

Negotiate and Execute an Annexation Agreement for the Johnson Property 
Annexation X-7067-2015 

 
City Attorney Board stated that the owners of the property owned by the Johnson 
Family Enterprises, LLC and Three Amigos Real Estate, LLC, containing 
approximately 23.45 acres of land and known as 12201, 12251, 12301 and 12311, 
Darnestown Road, in Montgomery County, Maryland, (the “Property”), filed a 
Petition of Annexation with the City and are requesting that certain terms and 
conditions related to the Annexation be included in an Annexation Agreement.    
The key terms of the Annexation Agreement were outlined as such: 
 
1) Proposing MXD Zoning on the property.  The uses, density, and development 

shown on the Annexation Plan would be approved by the City and would 
constitute an approved Sketch Plan. 

2) The western 14-acre parcel of the Property (residential portion) would be 
developed under the City’s current MXD requirements.  Development on the 
residential portion is limited to a maximum of 110 dwelling units (28 single-
family detached units and 82 townhouses).  The residential portion must 
provide at least one acre of park land and must provide a parking area.  Staff 
comments noted that the Annexation Agreement should clarify responsibility of 
the Park.  The owners have agreed that the homeowners association will own 
and maintain the park, but staff has some concerns with the long-term 
feasibility of maintenance by a small HOA.  Additionally, the parking area for 
park users may be on-street parking in close proximity to the park. 

3) The eastern 9-acre parcel of the Property (commercial portion) would be 
developed under the City’s current MXD requirements.  All existing uses, 
improvements, signage, and parking would be allowed to continue.  
Development on the commercial portion is limited to a maximum of 10,000 
square feet of additional non-residential floor area.  Non-residential building 
heights are limited to the height of existing buildings. 

4) A traffic study based on City requirements must be prepared; part of the 
schematic development process. 

5) The Property is subject to the City’s current APFO Schools test as of the date 
of the Annexation Agreement, and is required to pay any applicable School 
Facilities Payment Fee.  Staff comments on the above stated that APFO 
Schools test be determined at the time of SDP and this provision would not 
account for any modifications to the APFO that may occur between the time of 
Annexation and SDP. 

6) Abatement of taxes, no City property taxes on the commercial portions of the 
Property for a period of 10 years unless additional development is approved.  
Staffing sought feedback from the Mayor and City Council.  Staff's comments 
noted the term “additional development” needs to be clarified to determine if it 
means any redevelopment of the commercial portion of the Property or 
development beyond the existing 90,000 square feet of development (i.e., the 
additional 10,000 square feet referenced in paragraph 3. above). 
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7) The City’s Affordable Housing requirements (7.5% Work Force, 7.5% MPDU) 
apply.  All affordable housing units (Work Force and MPDU) can be located in 
the townhouse units.  Townhouse units should be a mix of widths, but cannot 
be smaller than 18 feet.  Staff noted that the City's existing Affordable Housing 
regulations do allow for affordable units be exclusively in the townhome area.  
If the City wants affordable housing in the single-family it would have to be in 
the Annexation Agreement as an exception requirement. 

8) All buildings except the single-family detached houses would have a minimum 
50 foot setback from adjoining properties developed with single-family 
detached house; the setback for the single family houses would be determined 
at SDP. 

 
Staff also suggested that the following terms be included in the Annexation 
Agreement: 
 

• The property owner shall provide as-built drawings in a form acceptable to 
the City of any public improvements, including, but not limited to streets, 
lighting and stormwater facilities within one year of the date of the 
Annexation Agreement. 

• The property owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of all 
stormwater management facilities on the Property and shall provide 
inspections of its stormwater facilities on a tri-annual basis and provide 
documentation to the City following each inspection that they are operating 
as designed. 

• Green space required to develop/redevelop the Property may be prorated 
across the entire property to meet overall green space requirements. 

 
The Mayor and City Council asked that long term maintenance of the park (City or 
HOA) and its availability as a public amenity be addressed and further discussed.  
Also, traffic issues be handled during the schematic development plan process 
and that the traffic study be expanded to include school time periods.  In addition, 
concerns were expressed with the abatement taxes over the duration of time and 
affordable housing requirements and the benefits of annexing the property into the 
City.  Lastly, a request for improvements to the roadways surrounding the existing 
commercial area and a future discussion in regards to the allocation of affordable 
housing units to single-family homes and the City's existing ordinance. 
  

Motion was made by Robert Wu, seconded by Ryan Spiegel, that 
a Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the City 
Manager to Negotiate an Annexation Agreement for the Johnson 
Property Annexation X-7067-2015 (Resolution No. R-50-16), be 
approved as amended, removing language from the title and 
body of the resolution, to execute the annexation. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
 

 B. Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the City Manager to 
Award a Construction Services Contract for the Miniature Golf Park Office 
Building Renovation 

 
This resolution authorized the City Manager to award a construction services 
contract for the Miniature Golf Park office building renovation to Encon-Desbuild 
Joint Venture, LLC, 4744 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 101, Hyattsville, Maryland 
20781, in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-
Three Dollars ($259,733), with an additional contingency of Five Thousand Two 
Hundred Sixty-Seven Dollars ($5,267), for a total of Two Hundred Sixty-Five 
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Thousand Dollars ($265,000); said funds to be expended from the Capital 
Improvements Budget. 

 
Motion was made by Michael Sesma, seconded by Neil Harris, 
that a Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the 
City Manager to Award a Construction Services Contract for the 
Miniature Golf Park Office Building Renovation (Resolution No. 
R-51-16), be approved. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
 

 C. Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Declaring the City’s Intent to Take 
a Leadership Role in Reducing Electricity Consumption Within Gaithersburg, 
Partnering with the Maryland Energy Administration, and Enrolling as a 
Maryland Smart Energy Community 

 
This resolution declared the City's intent to adopt the following goals and strive to 
complete the following initiatives listed below:  
 

• To become a Maryland Smart Energy Community by enrolling in the 
program and following the instructions provided by the State of Maryland. 

• To establish a goal of reducing per-square-foot electricity consumption by 
15 percent relative to the baseline within five years of the baseline year.  

• To report electricity consumption and progress towards the goal annually 
to the Maryland Energy Administration in order to demonstrate that the City 
of Gaithersburg accomplishes said goal in a timely fashion. 

 
This policy will be effective immediately. 
 

Motion was made by Ryan Spiegel, seconded by Robert Wu, that 
a Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Declaring the City’s 
Intent to Take a Leadership Role in Reducing Electricity 
Consumption Within Gaithersburg, Partnering with the Maryland 
Energy Administration, and Enrolling as a Maryland Smart 
Energy Community (Resolution No. R-52-16), be approved. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
 

 D. Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Declaring the City’s Intent to Take 
a Leadership Role in Reducing Transportation Petroleum Consumption in 
and by Gaithersburg, Partnering with the Maryland Energy Administration, 
and Enrolling as a Maryland Smart Energy Community 

 
This resolution declared the City's intent to adopt the following goals and strive to 
complete the following initiatives listed below:  
 

• To become a Maryland Smart Energy Community by enrolling in the 
program and following the instructions provided by the State of Maryland. 

• To reduce on-road vehicle petroleum consumption by Gaithersburg’s fleet 
vehicles by 20 percent within five years of the established baseline year. 

• To report petroleum consumption and reduction progress annually to the 
Maryland Energy Administration in order to demonstrate that the City of 
Gaithersburg accomplishes said goals in a timely fashion. 

 
This policy will be effective immediately. 
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Motion was made by Michael Sesma, seconded by Neil Harris, 
that a Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Declaring the 
City’s Intent to Take a Leadership Role in Reducing 
Transportation Petroleum Consumption in and by Gaithersburg, 
Partnering with the Maryland Energy Administration, and 
Enrolling as a Maryland Smart Energy Community (Resolution 
No. R-53-16), be approved. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
 

 E. Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the City Manager to 
Enter into a Contract for the Rabbitt Road Culvert Repair Project 

 
This resolution authorized the City Manager to award a contract for the Rabbitt 
Road Culvert Repair Project to Accubid Civil Construction, Inc., 1010 Deer Hollow 
Drive, Mt. Airy, Maryland 21771, in the amount of Four Hundred Thirteen 
Thousand Eighty-Nine Dollars ($413,089), with an additional contingency of 
Twenty Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Eleven Dollars ($28,911), for a total of Four 
Hundred Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($442,000); said funds to be expended from 
the Stormwater Management Capital Improvements Budget. 

 
Motion was made by Michael Sesma, seconded by Robert Wu, 
that a Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the 
City Manager to Enter into a Contract for the Rabbitt Road 
Culvert Repair Project (Resolution No. R-54-16), be approved. 

 
Vote: 4-0 
 

XIII. FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY / DEPUTY CITY MANAGER / OTHER STAFF 
 

City Attorney Board  
 

1. Reiterated the remarks provided by Council Member Spiegel above 
regarding the MML Legislative Committee report.  Stated that the City 
submitted two legislative action requests for consideration by the 
committee and both were included in the priorities. 

2. Kudos were expressed to Assistant City Attorney Johnson for developing 
the Municipal Infraction document which MML has agreed to handle the 
cost of publishing and distributing to all municipalities in the State. 

 
XIV. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 A. Outside 

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business to come before this session of the City Council, 
the meeting was duly adjourned at approximately 10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Doris Stokes, Municipal Clerk 
 

 

 


