
From: Becky Samuel <bgs77@comcast.net> 
Date: Mon, Nov 7, 2016 at 8:11 AM 
Subject: Proposed Apartments in the Kentalans 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov, mesesma@gaithersburgmd.gov, 
nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov, rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov, cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov, 
rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov, planning@gaithersburgmd.gov 

I am writing to express my concerns about the proposed apartment building at the 
corner of Great Seneca and Quince Orchard. I have been living in my condo in the 
Colonnade for the past 6 1/2 years. Most of what I like about living here is that it is 
relatively quiet, safe, has a good quality of life, a nice view and is a good community of 
committed property owners. These are some of my concerns about the proposed 
building. 

-Egress and ingress: As of right now the Colonnade uses Arch Place as a main road in
and out. We have a lot of traffic already and the road is extremely narrow. With the
proposed apartments the traffic on our small roads will more than double the current
volume. The stop sign at Granite and Arch is often ignored and I have witnessed many
near accidents. With more than double the cars I can just imagine how bad that small
intersection will become. It has been suggested that another egress/ingress would be
the small service road next to Kmart. I have used this way out a few times in 6 1/2 years
and that's only because I was going to Kmart. To suggest this service road is an
acceptable secondary means of ingress and egress is absurd.

-Traffic: With an additional 2 or more cars per unit in the proposed apartments will add
600 more cars on Quince Orchard and Great Seneca. That intersection is already
extremely over crowded during rush hour. Adding that many more cars will significantly
add time to everybody's commute and create an even more dangerous and public
nuisance . The traffic on Great Seneca between the Kentlands and 270/370 is already
well over the road’s capacity and adding 600 more cars will not only impact current
residents of the Kentlands, but also residents of neighboring areas that use these roads
on a daily basis.

-Schools: Kentland area schools are already overcrowded and 300 additional apartment
units could add an additional 300-400 students. Future school board budgets will never
be able to keep up with increased demands for resources, new schools and teachers
and it’s doubtful that the tax benefit realized from the apartments will be adequate
putting the quality of the education of all students in jeopardy.

-Appearance: The Colonnade is 4 stories tall. The proposed buildings will be 2 stories
taller. Constructing a building that tall that close to the intersection will completely
change it’s look and feel for the worse. The area is one of the most attractive in the
county with its trees, landscaping and open air. The proposed apartments will destroy
the look an feel of the entire area ultimately leading to decreased property values,
increased crime and loss of quality of life. How close will the proposed buildings be to
the existing Colonnade buildings? How will the owners view be altered? How will their
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light be affected? How will those owners ever recover the loss of the value of their 
units? 
 
I urge you to deny the applications for this development. 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Rebecca Samuel 
Colonnade Owner since 2010 
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