CHARTER AMENDMENTS 2016

Amendments for discussion

Boldface Heading or defined term.

Underlining Added to existing law by original bill.
Single-strikethrough Deleted from existing law by original bill.
Double underlining Added by Amendment.

Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment.
Existing law unaffected by bill.

Part | - THE CHARTER
Sec. 4. — Same — Qualifications of councilmembers.

No person shall be eligible to the office of councilmember unless that person is
domiciled in the city at least one year immediately preceding their election and unless that
person is also a registered voter of the city at the time of their election. All council members
must continue their domicile in the city during their term in office.

If adopt Districts —

No person shall be eligible to the office of councilmember unless that person is
domiciled in the city and if seeking election in a District is domiciled in that District for at least
one year immediately preceding their election and unless that person is also a registered voter
of the city at the time of their election. All council members must continue their domicile in the
city_and the District in which they were elected, if elected in a District during their term in office.

Sec. 8. - Same—Mayor to serve as president; vice president.

The mayor shall serve as president of the council. He may take part in all discussions of the
council, but shall have no vote on any decision by the council_except the mayor may vote when
the councilmembers who are present and eligible to vote are equally divided.The council shall
elect a vice president of the council from among its members who shall act as president in the
absence of the president who shall be entitled to vote on any decision by the council. At any
meeting at which the president and vice president shall both be absent the council may elect
one of its members to act as president pro tem who shall be entitled to vote on any decision by
the council.

Alternative language —

The mayor shall serve as president of the council. He may take part in all discussions of the
council, but shall have no vote on any decision by the council_except the mayor may vote when
the council vote ends in a tie, provided that no such vote shall occur in a manner intentionally
designed to avoid participation by a given councilmember or members. The council shall elect a
vice president of the council from among its members who shall act as president in the absence
of the president who shall be entitled to vote on any decision by the council. At any meeting at
which the president and vice president shall both be absent the council may elect one of its
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members to act as president pro tem who shall be entitled to vote on any decision by the
council.

Sec. 19. - Enumeration of powers of council.

The council may pass any ordinance not contrary to the Constitution and laws of the
State of Maryland or this Charter, as it may deem necessary to assure the good government of
the City; protect and preserve the City’s rights, property and privileges; preserve the peace and
good order; secure persons and property from danger and destruction; and protect the health,
comfort and welfare of the residents of the City.
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Sec. 24. - Same—Removal of members.

Any member of the board of supervisors of elections may be removed for good cause by
the council. Before removal, the member of the board of supervisors of elections to be removed
shall be given a written copy of the charges against him and shall have a public hearing on them
before the council if he so requests within ten (10) days after receiving the written copy of the
charges against him.

Sec. 30. — General elections.

Elections shall be conducted as specified in this Charter. There shall be within the city three
(3) election districts, said election districts being designated on a map of election districts
approved by resolution of the council. Election districts shall not be modified by the council in
any calendar year in_which a city election is held.Candidates’ names shall appear in
alphabetical order for the office sought on the ballots or on the voting machine labels, with no
party designations of any kind.

Section 31. — When election for mayor and councilmembers held.

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November20842017 and every fourth year
thereafter the registered voters of the City shall elect a Mayor and two (2) Councilmembers_at
large. The term of office for the Mayor and two (2) Councilmembers so elected shall expire on
the second Monday following the election held in November 20052021 and every fourth year
thereafter.

On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 20032019 and every fourth year
thereafter, the registered voters of the City shall elect three (3) Councilmembers_as follows: The
registered voters in DistrictOne shall elect one (1) person as a councilmember from District One,
which said person shall reside in District One; the reqgistered voters in District Two shall elect
one (1) person as a councilmember from District Two, which said person shall reside in District
Two; and the registered voters in District Three shall elect one (1) person as a councilmember
from District Three, which said person shall reside in District Three. The term of office of the
three (3) Councilmembers so elected shall expire on the second Monday following the election
held in November 20072023 and every fourth year thereafter.

Those incumbents in office as of the effective date of this amendment shall continue in
office beyond their existing respective term until the terms of office consistent with this charter
amendment commence.

Should a runoff election be required pursuant to provisions of the Charter, then such runoff
election shall be held not more than fourteen (14) days thereafter and the term of any incumbent
involved in said runoff election shall be extended until the first Monday following the runoff.
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Sec. 54. - Borrowing in anticipation of taxes and revenues.

In addition to any other borrowing power which the city may presently have, from whatever
source derived, and notwithstanding any other provision or limitation of public general or public
local law, the city shall have the power to borrow money and incur indebtedness, from time to
time, for any public purpose, in anticipation of the collection of taxes or revenues, or both, direct
or indirect, and to issue tax anticipation notes, notes in the nature of commercial paper or other
evidences of indebtedness (hereinafter collectively referred to as "notes") which shall be a first
lien upon the proceeds of such taxes and revenues. All notes shall be authorized by ordinance,
which ordinance shall not be subject to the referendum provision of section 12 of this Charter
and shall be fully effective upon its final passage. The council shall have the power to determine
by such ordinance the form and terms and all other matters concerning the issuance and sale of

notes.. including, without limitation:

Sec. 55. - Borrowing power of city generally; bond authorization ordinances; procedure for
borrowing; pledging of faith and credit of city; tax levy for payment of indebtedness.

In addition to any other borrowing power which the city may presently have, from whatever
source derived, and notwithstanding any other provision or limitation of public general or public
local law:

{a)—Fhethecity may borrow money and incur indebtedness, from time to time, for any public
purpose, and evidence that borrowing or indebtedness by the issue and sale of its general
obligation bonds, notes issued in anticipation thereof, or other evidences of indebtedness
(hereinafter collectively referred to as "bonds").

{b)—All bonds shall be authorized by ordinance, which ordinance shall not be subject to the
referendum provisions of section 12 of this Charter and shall be fully effective upon its final
passage. The council shall have the power to determine by such ordinance the form and
terms and all other matters concerning the issuance and sale of the bonds. The sale of
bonds shall be in accordance with the city’'s debt policy, adopted by resolution by the

council.—retuding;-withoutlimitation:
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