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CITY OF GAITHERSBURG 
Art in Public Places 
October 26, 2010 

 
 
Attendees: Sigrid McCutcheon, Laurie Yankowski, Judy Gross, Mike Sesma, Melissa Tritto, Denise 
Kayser 
Absences: Nora Caplan, Howard Cohen, Nannette Horan 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
I. TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: 
 
 A.  Updates 

Members notified of upcoming committee presentation to be given at the November 22 Mayor 
and Council meeting. This report includes Cultural Arts Advisory subcommittees, Art in Public 
Places (AIPP) and the Book Festival. 
 
New Art in Public Places postcards were shared. These postcards will be used to increase 
awareness of the City’s public art program, directing those interested to the City’s website for 
more information, maps, and the virtual tour of artwork. 
 
A couple of the Art Trains have been damaged by storms.  The trains need to be repaired and 
repainted. The trains are owned by the City at this point and several ideas were presented. 
Committee members liked the idea of having a teen/youth group design and paint one of the 
trains under the supervision of a professional artist. 
 
Committee members were asked to look to the future and consider strategic plans to continue to 
develop Gaithersburg’s sense of place while nurturing and supporting artists and art in the 
community. 

 
B.  Project Discussion 

 
 Diamond Farm Skate Spot 

A Call to Artists draft was handed out and discussed. A committee member suggested we include 
a link to the company who built the park, Hardcore Shotcrete Skateparks Inc. since they have 
pictures of the park on their site. This project will be marketed to local student artists and local 
upcoming artists. The Call to Artists will be sent to area art schools and art departments of local 
schools, including Maryland Institute College of Art, Montgomery College-Rockville, Germantown, 
and Takoma/Silver Spring campuses, and the art department of the University of Maryland.  The 
City may be able to provide a cement base, allowing the artist to focus on the artwork and apply 
all of the funding to the artwork. 
 
Washingtonian South 
Committee members reviewed the design revisions by Marcia Billig for the sculpture. The 
enhanced details to the faces were appreciated.  Laurie suggested that both men wore hats 
instead of just one to help keep them both culturally neutral and possibly suggestive of many 
different cultures. 
 
Bohrer Park Sculpture Garden 
Plans for the sculpture garden are in the budget and strategic plans. Different options for the 
sculpture garden were discussed, including having sculptures on a rotating or temporary basis 



and building a permanent collection one piece at a time purchasing winning pieces from 
temporary collections determined by community votes annually or every other year. Judy will help 
research other parks with similar installations, gathering information on funding, installation 
procedures, whether sculptures are available for sale, average durations of temporary sculptures, 
and details on installing, transporting and maintaining the sculptures.  Denise will look into 
determining where art can be placed in the park so as to avoid environmental issues including 
water. There are many local sculpture artists that will most likely be very interested in the project. 
 
Other public art projects were suggested. Laurie suggested decorative 1/8 mile markers around 
the lake at the Washingtonian Center. The Washingtonian Center may have sponsors for a 
project of this type.  Also, Laurie pointed out that the area between Sodexo and Marriot would be 
ideal for a sculpture.   
 
 

 
 
II. NEXT MEETING: November 23, 2010, 4:30p.m. at the Arts Barn 
  
 
II. ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 

 
Denise Kayser 


